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C'OPERATION FALCON 11'' APPREHENDS THOUSANDS 
OF FUGITIVES IN ONE WEEK ACROSS THE NATION 

U.S. MARSllALS TASK FORCE-CHICAGO TOGETHER WITH LOCAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT NARS HUNDREDS 

Chicago, 1 L F u g i t i v e  Cli fTord Cash was apprehended by officers assigned to the U.S. Marshals 
'Task l:orce in Clricago, IL on a warrant for a parole violation by his failure to registcr as a sex 
oll'cnder, Cash was convicted of aggravated criminal sexual assault of a minor and when 
apprchcndcd was in the company ot'two small children. Cash was one of thousands of fugitives who 
were dcstincd lbr jai l  last week during one of the largest fugitive apprehension operations in U.S. 
histoiy, Operation FALCON 11 ("Federal and LocaI Cops Organized Nationally") built upon the 
succcsscs of 2005 whci~ the U.S. Mard~als Service organized Operation FALCON I. an 
unprecedented cooperative effort among federal, state, and local law enforcement, Operation Falcon 
I1 Ihcuscd on fugirivcs wanted for committing sexual offenses and crimes of violence against women, 
children, and the elderly as well as unregistered sex offenders. 

"'Thc Unitcd Stntcs Marshals Scrvice intends to instill a rear into tIlese predators that they have now 
become the prey and will be sought hy the best fugitive hunters in the business.'" said 1J.S. Marshal 
Kim Widup ol'thc Northern Dis~rict of Illinois. "Our oficess will conlinuc to aggressively pursue 
these f~~gitives until they are in custody or direct them into a course where surrender is their only 
oplion," 

The Northern District of Illinois l ~ a d  significant success locally during FALCON 11 to include 
an-cstitrg ~nore  individuals affiliated with a known gang (70) than any other Dis~rict or Task I:orcc 
participating in thc operation. In addition, 97% of all liigitivcs arrestcd in the Northern District of 
Illit~ois had a prior arrcst history. Nationally, I 1 1 gi~ns were scizcd. and drugs rverc confiscsrled 
during 139 arrests for a total of 91 kilograms of narcotics seized. In addition. over $1 20,000 in cash 
was scizcd during thc arrest of wanted subjects. Across the country, task forcc members also nrrcstcd 
1 63 gang members, 87 lzomicide suspects, and cleared 2,94 I drug cases. 

"Operalion FALCON II  sends a strong message to thc public and wanted felons at large that the U.S. 
Marshals and our state, local and federal task force partners are diligently, joint1 y. and effectively 
working the strecis to hring tl~cse predators to justice," said Commander Gcoff Shank. U.S. Marshals 
Servicc Great Lakes Regional Fugitive Task Force. "These operations sllow the public that the most 
cffcctiva way to combat crimc En our communities is by a collnhorativc investigative partncrship 
cotlcentrating on the "worst of the worst" fugitives from justice which is one of the halIrnarks of the 
Great Lakcs Regional Fugitive Task Force's success." 



This scvcti day national roundup led by the 1J.S. Marshals Sewicc and locally by thc U.S. Marshals 
Servicc Great Lakes Regional Fugitive Task Force (GLRFTF) along with liundreds of partners From 
statc. local and i'cderal agencies led to the arrests of 9,037 individt~als. Among thosc arrestcd during 
Operation FALCON I1 were 1,102 violent sexual offenders. the largest number ever captured by a 
single law enforcement effort. Operation FALCON 11 was conducted from April 17 through April 
23.2006. 

Tlie GI,RFTT:, which I~ns tcnrns throughout Illinois, Indiana, and Eastern Wisconsin captured o total 
of 1.225 fugitives were apprehended on felony warrants with one in ten of them being wanted fbr n 
sex-hnscd crime. Locally, over 400 individuals werc arrested with 399 of lhcm having prior arrests. 

For this operation, the Marshals Scrvice coordinated officers fiom I20 state agencies, 330 county 
agcncics, 3 12 police dcpartments, G foreign law enforcement agencies. and 24 other federal agencies. 
Locally, officers from the Chicago Police Department, Cook County Sheriffs Department. Fllinois 
Slntc Police, Illinois Attorney Gcncml's Office, DuPagc County Sheriffs Departmcnt, Departmcnt of 
I-lousing and Urban Development. Illinois Department of Corrections. South Surburban Major 
Crimcs Task Force. and MCAT (Ma+jor Case Assistance Tcam) all participated in the roundup, 

"Thc n~ission af tlw Chicago Police Depatirnent to serve and protect the community is demonstrated 
by t l~c  col laborntive effort of all the local agencies involvcd in Operation FALCON 11," said Dcputy 
Superintendent I-Iiram Grau, Chicago Police Department. Bureau of Investigative Services. "Ry 
working together to take thesc violent offendcrs off thc strccts, with the assis ta~~cc or t l ~ c  community, 
we are rnaking the City of Chicago a safer place to live and work," 

Operation FALCON II  coit~cided with the beginning of the U.S. Department of Justice's "National 
Crirne Victirn's Rights Week". During his remarks announcing the results of Operation FALCON 11, 
U.S. Attorney Gcncral Gonzalez praised the efforts of the participating agencies, noting that targeting 
violen1 criminals not only provided justice for the victims of those crimes, hut also ensures safer 
communities. 

'*'The Justice Dcpartmcnt is pursuing our Nnlion" worst frigitives," said Attorncy General Albcrto 
Gonznlez. "Operation FALCON again was successful in apprehending violent offenders. scxuall 
predators, drug dealers and gang mcmbers who have for too long escaped the grip ofjusticc. Wit11 
these criminals off ihc strcct. fewer Americans will live with the threat of violent crimc in their 
communities." 

An example of the types of arrests that took place during Operation FALCON I1 includes the 
nppschcnsion of Antoine Sallay. Sallay was wantcd on a parole violntin~~ from the Illinois 
Uepartment of Corrections with an original charge of aggravated scxual assault of a child under the 
age of 1-3. Sallay was tracked by task fnrcc officers of the GLRFTF and aftcr a brief pursuit was 
captured without incidcnt. Sallay was one of 122 scxual predators captured locally by the GLRFT'F, 
one of the hiehest totals of all the Districts participating in the sweep. 



PHOTOSNIDE0 AVAILABLE 

The Marshals' Office of Public Affairs has photos of actual arrests during the Operation available to 
press at 1~~ww.t1smarshds.~ov/1'~lc1~112, as wcll as fact shccts on arrests nalionwidc andl in cacli o f  thc 
participating districts. Dossiers on the 'TALCON 1 5", describing 15 of the most significant cases 
closed during the Operation are available to media at the site. A ten-minute R-roll video package for 
hroadcaslcrs will be available for satellite distribution on April 27, at 230-2:45 p.m. EDI' ( 1  1 :30- 
I 1 :45 a.m. PDT) at C-Rand coordinate IA 6 T-17 Downlink Frequency 4040 V 93 degrees WL and at 
6:30-6:45 pm EDT (3:30-3:45 p.m. PDT) and 10:OO-10: 15 pm EDT (7:OO-7: 15 pm PIN') at C-Band 
coordinate IA 6 'r- 16 Downlink Ftcquency 4020 H 93 degrees WL. 

PARTICIPATING AGENCIES 

A complcte list of all Federal, state, and local agencies that participated in Operation FALCON II  i s  
available at the Marshals Service wchsite. w..l~.usmatsI1nls,~v/l'alcon2 


